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Fond duLac bands toget

A Red Cross volunteer talks to flood victims at one of the
Fond du Lac shelters.

On June 12, 2008, what originally appeared to be
just another summer thunderstorm resulted in a disastrous
amount of rain for the Fond du Lac community and much of
the state of Wisconsin.

According to statistics from the American Red Cross
of Fond du Lac County, the flood of 2008 destroyed ten
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homes, caused major damage to eight homes, and affecte
more than 2,000 homes in the Fond du Lac community. O
chapter responded immediately by opening several area s
ters for flood victims, and countless volunteers from Fond
Lac and beyond assisted approximately 70 clients for sevs
weeks following the flooding.

From donated food to larggeale fundraisers, the
greater community was absolutely instrumental in helping
provide disaster relief. With the help of our local partners
and Red Cross national headquarters, our chapter providg
more than 2,000 meals and snacks to victims, as well as 2
comfort kits, 1,850 cleanp kits, and 635 bottles of bleach.

All disaster assistance provided by the Red Cross
free and supported by donations from the public. Costs of
June flooding, which covered everything from client assis-
tance cards to shelter expenses, reached approximately
$110,000. Due to these recent events, our disaster relief f
is currently depleted, and while the flood waters may be
gone, our chapter still needs your help.

Donations to the American Red Cross may be mad
through our Web site, http://fonddulaccounty.redcross.org.
An envelope is also enclosed with this newsletter if you wi
*to mail in your contribution. Our address is:

272 North Main Street, Fond du Lac, WI 54935
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INSIDE CONNECTION

+ Page 2

Letter from the Executive Director
Sensenbrenner thanks the Fond du Lac
community and American Red Cross volunteers
for their Avol unt eer

- Peter

Page 3
Our indispensable team - Volunteers share
their personal experiences providing disaster
relief across the nation.

+ Page 4

Thank You! -The Red Cross recognizes the
people who make our mission possible.
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Dare to PrepareBe Red Cross Ready
Jessica Krasin, a Red Cross volunteer, teaches child
about preparing a disaster kit at a Dare to Prepare:
Red Cross Ready presentation. Dare to Prepare sum
programs are given to children age$Xbat local
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libraries and childcare centers.




From the Director @

June was one of the most active months for the Red Cross and residents
of Fond du Lac that anyone can remember. One of the best memories is tha
fact that over 64 people from around the country came to Fond du Lac to hel
us in our hour of need. These 64 people came from California, Florida, Michi-
gan, New York, Tennessee, Minnesota, and many points in between. Their
help was invaluable in providing effective relief to our community.

The Fond du Lac County Chapter also prides itself on sending traine e":’e"ca"
volunteers to other parts of the country. Our volunteers have helped provide ros
services to victims of hurricanes in Louisiana, fires in Kansas, floods in Penn-
sylvania, and many other disasters. See our story on page 3 about two of
dedicated volunteers.

To think that an organization such as the Red Cross can mobilize p&@
ple to come to Fond du Lac so quickly is a wonderful testimony to the volu
teer spirit in America. Our chapter works hard to be prepared for disasters, lﬁt ( V 0] | un t
the situation in June overwhelmed us all . )

The Fond du Lac Red Cross Chapter will be updating its corporate dgy/aS |nvaluab|e N
aster plan, and each employee and volunteer will certainly be bringing their . g
family emergency plan up to date. | encourage each reader to do the same. If prOVId I ng

we can be of any assistance, please contact our office. eﬁeCtive relief to
Remembed make a plan, be prepared by getting trained, and give
blood. As always, thank you for your continued support. our C O mMmmit

-Peter Sensenbrenner
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| Clip and Save i
| August September !
|
| 20-Adult CPR/AED 9 a.m:12:30 p.m. 1-Labor Day, Red Cross office closed! :
I 21-Infant/Child CPR/AED5:30-9:30 p.m. 4-Adult CPR/AED5:30 p.m=9:30 p.m.
22-BLOOD DRIVE -Mt. Zion Evangelical 22-CPR for the Professional, Par6130 p.m-9:30 p.m. J
I Lutheran Church, Ripon-11:30 a.m-5:30 p.m. 23-CPR for the Professional, Par620 p.m-9:30 p.m. |
| 22-Babysitting Clas® a.m:3 p.m. 24-Adult CPR/AED9 a.m-12:30 p.m. |
| 25First Aid-5:30-9 p.m. 25-Infant Child CPR/AEDB5:30 p.m=9:30 p.m l
| 27-CPR for the Professional, P$5130-9:30 p.m. 29-First Aid-5:30 p.m:9 p.m. I
I 28-CPR for the Professional, Pt5230-9:30 p.m. 30-First Aid-9 a.m-=12 p.m. |
I I
I I
I « 6-Adult CPR/AED5:30 p.m-9:30 p.m. I
I @ 20-Adult CPR/AED 9 a.m12:30 p.m. |
O 22-CPR for the Professional, Par6130 p.m-9:30 p.m.
I O 23-CPR for the Professional, Par6230 p.m-9:30 p.m. |
I & 27Infant/Child CPR/AEB5:30 p.m:9:30 p.m. |
| O 29-First Aid-9a.m-12 p.m. I
I 30-First Aid-5:30 p.m-9 p.m. |
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In their shoes: Volunteers travel near and far for relief

Giebel 0s,
depl oyment o

bers, were ready to leave
their home in Fond du Lac
by 1 p.m. However, Sally
Anne noted that in a emer-
gency situation, almost

w h adelivarr watemi rtoa pthed
tneabynsitesn Eawever, the

Geibels said needs and pri-
orities tend to change
quickly in an emergency,
so after barely completing
one water delivery, Nor-

television advertisemen{
seeking Red Cross volun
teers, Norbert and Sally
Anne realized their skills
from previous jobs

matched the qualities the

organization was looking

have to have this and this different shelters in nearby Mix Concrete, said he

Norbert and Sally Anne Giebel

nothing goes as originally bert 6 s assi gnfonent changed

planned. yet again. Norbert, who
AThis i s not Bah theo Giebels worked for several years a

for peopl e wwiere resruatgd,to m@rlage a plant manager for Ready

19

and this. 60 ciBes,lsbd Morbelh mmedi- currently uses those man-

Disastrous floods s ai d. it s | atefy Iset off fdrdReeslshurg agement skills to lead dist

took many Wisconsinresi- wor k t hat wa yHigh School, while Sally aster assessment teams an
dents by surprise this June, The Gi e b e |lArins trageled @0 North work with logistics. Sally
but for Norbert and Sally assignment was almost Crawford High School in  Anne, a former social

Anne Giebel, learning to worker with experience in
expect the unexpected is
just another part of being
members of the American

Red Cross of Fond du Lac

immediately changed from Soldiers Grove, Wiscon-
Spring Green to Madison, sin. According to Sally
Wisconsin, and they set off Anne, she was assigned to
with four other team mem- the shelter at North Craw-
bers to the Badger Chapter ford because of the neces-

with interviewing clients
and providing mental
health assistance.

Countyods Di s aob tther Américani Red sity for an individual ex- But the Giebels

Team. Cross. perienced in mental health. said that no matter how
Together, the Gie- Though Norbert In fact, both Nor- many <cl|l asses

bel 6s have ¢ and&alleAhne mwayshtry bert and Sal logr Amove drma myr

of the map, lending disas- to remain together on as- fessional experience was responded to, each disast
ter assistance everywhere signment, they said that is what led them to volunteer presents its own uniqug

from Dallas, Texas to Jer- almost never a possibility.  work in the first place. challenges.

sey City, New Jersey. But nOnce out of fAll3n 0X999, NofRAEach di

on Monday, June 12, 14 national deployments and | retir e deer@inlyStad InYits Owh
catastrophic flooding in we dve been a bshi@ joking that iewasdne right, and each one has

BN

several areas of Wisconsint oget her ! 0

S adf the firsAtimasetheys read % i
took them to a site slightly with a laugh.

gotten anywhere together. f

fferent

closer to home. This disaster fABYy April ofAntnf?atsayi(Qar ,
At 10 am. on proved to be no different, there were some pretty bad You always run-into greaf
Monday, t he @nde whild &ally mne hurricanes, and we realized peop !l e, but

ceived a call to open and served meals to crews there was only so much run into those stinkers
run a shelter in Spring sandbagging the Crawford r eadi ng you cpogddyg do. O
Green, Wisconsin. The River, Norbert set off to After seeing a

Six volunteers from
the Fond du Lac
County Chapter of the
American Red Cross
traveled to other areas
of Wisconsin to assist
in flood relief. Heavy
rain in June resulted in
catastrophic damage
for many Wisconsin
cities.

Fond du Lac thanks its partners
from other communities

Fond du Lac would like to thank the volunteers sent by Re
Cross national headquarters to assist with flood relief in oy
community. Like Norbert and Sally Anne Giebel, these volun-
teers came from communities across the country to help with
the June disaster. They assisted us with setting up and main-
taining shelters, and many remained long after the flood waters
had cleared to ensure every client was served properly.
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